Public has opportunity to comment on draft parks master plan
KITCHENER –The city is taking a critical step in ensuring its park system meets residents’ needs and contributes to the overall quality of life, culture, heritage and urban character, as a draft parks master plan was presented to the community services committee today. 
Citizens can comment on the plan and its recommendations between now and June 10 (online feedback form will be available as of May 14). 

The master plan: 

· Provides strategies and opportunities for planning, conserving and managing the park system; 

· Bridges the gap between community needs and expectations, and the current operating and development standards for parks. 
· Creates the framework for allocating staff and funding resources, in order to continue to build a healthy and livable community. 
“Consultation with the public has been a key part of this process, and it’s important for citizens to have the opportunity to comment on the outcome of that process,” said Dan Ritz, supervisor of design and development for the City of Kitchener. 
The recommended strategies of the draft plan emerged as community priorities through research and consultation, and also have a foundation in documents such as Plan for a Healthy Kitchener and the City of Kitchener Strategic Plan. The priorities are organized within the following six themes:
· Conserving and restoring city natural areas; 

· Strengthening and expanding the community trails network; 

· Completing the vision for the Grand River corridor; 

· Enhancing active parkland and fostering growth in outdoor sports; 

· Building and renewing neighbourhood parks; 

· Engaging and activating the community. 

“This gives us a lot to think about with respect to our direction with parks, particularly around acquisition and development,” said Counc. Berry Vrbanovic. “I think this gives us some clear direction on what we have to work on over the next few years, both towards making parks a vital part of our community infrastructure, and the future development of the Grand River corridor.”
Opportunities for feedback will ask to what degree (strongly support or strongly not support) the actions under each of these themes. A workbook is one of the primary ways that comments will be collected from residents regarding the draft Park Master Plan before presenting the document for council consideration in June 2010.
Public consultation in the research stage last year took the form of community workshops and online surveys, among other options. 
   
Park Plan Overview 

Kitchener has been at the forefront of planning for recreation facilities and parks as early as 1975, when it created one of the first parks and recreation master plans in Ontario. In 1990, the city undertook a second master plan and in 2004-05 completed a Leisure Facilities Strategic Master Plan.
A digital copy is available for download of the workbook is available at www.kitchener.ca; hard copies are available by contacting parkplan@kitchener.ca or calling 519-741-2566.
