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Kitchener's Voice Remains Strong on National Stage 

KITCHENER – The City of Kitchener, and the Region of Waterloo, will continue to have a strong voice on the federal stage with Councillor Berry Vrbanovic elected 1st vice-president of the Federation of Canadian Municipalities (FCM) and Mayor Carl Zehr re-elected as chair of the FCM’s Big City Mayors Caucus (BCMC). The elections were held as part of FCM’s 73rd annual conference which was held in Toronto this past weekend.
“FCM has played an instrumental role in securing funding and partnerships with the federal and provincial governments that have had concrete and positive impacts on the quality of life of our residents,” said Councillor Vrbanovic. “My work on the national stage allows me to bring local issues like traffic congestion, deteriorating infrastructure, and air quality to the attention of our government leaders in Ottawa.”
Over the past year, the FCM has been working with all Canadian municipalities to ensure the federal government engages cities and communities in playing an active role in the nation’s economic recovery. Locally, those recent efforts have resulted in a three-way funding partnership between the City of Kitchener and the federal and provincial governments, dedicating $37.6 million to help fund 16 local projects under the national infrastructure stimulus funding program, including:
· sewer and water-main rehabilitation; 

· storm-water infrastructure improvements; 

· accessibility improvements in municipal buildings; 

· improvements to McLennan Park, and; 

· upgrades to Centre in the Square and several aquatic-facilities. 

“As a member of the FCM’s senior leadership team I will continue to push for progress on the issues that matter most to Kitchener residents and to residents of communities across Canada – both large and small," added Vrbanovic.
Vrbanovic has served on the board of the FCM since 2000.  His roles have included chairing the community safety and crime prevention committee, the finance and human resources committee and the International relations committee.  He is currently overseeing a governance review of the FCM organization and also represents FCM on the board of United Cities and Local Governments (UCLG).  Recently, Vrbanovic was also FCM’s representative at the United Nations’ COP15 international conference on climate change in Copenhagen; and he has played an active role in FCM’s efforts to support Haiti in its recovery following the earthquake that devastated the nation earlier this year.
Mayor re-elected BCMC chair 

Having been re-elected as the chair of the Big City Mayors Caucus (BCMC), Mayor Carl Zehr will continue to join Councillor Vrbanovic on FCM’s senior leadership team. Representing all of Waterloo Region on BCMC, Zehr’s position on the national stage will allow him to continue to make the case for the federal government to take action on key local issues such as homelessness, wastewater management and public transit.
Like FCM delegates collectively, BCMC is united in the belief that the federal government must work more closely with municipalities on key issues that affect the country – just as they did on Canada’s economic action plan.
"The federal government’s infrastructure stimulus program proved that great things can happen for our communities – and for the country as a whole – when all orders of government come together and work as a team,” Zehr said. “Now is the time to build on that success in starting to turn the nation’s economy around by forging a new long term partnership between all orders of government. The system we have today, which was designed decades ago, simply will not allow us to effectively address the challenges of tomorrow.”
Zehr concluded, “As the federal government’s stimulus spending comes to end, we must not let its underlying partnership with cities end as well. Working together in a new long term partnership can produce measurable and positive results on challenges Canadians care deeply about resolving.”
Background

FCM has represented municipal governments since 1901. With 1,917 members representing over 90% of Canadians living in municipalities, FCM has advocated the interests of municipalities on policy and program matters that fall within federal jurisdiction. Members include Canada's largest cities, small urban and rural communities, and 18 provincial and territorial municipal associations.  
In recent years FCM has played a role in securing significant investments in municipalities, such as: 

· 2003 – $125 million dedicated to cities in the federal budget. 

· 2004 – federal GST rebate for cities worth $700 million. 

· 2005 – federal Gas Tax Refund launched (ramps up to $2 billion annually by 2010). 

· 2007 – Federal Building Canada Fund created. 

· 2008 – Federal Gas Tax Refund made permanent. 

· 2009 – Federal Stimulus Fund invests $10 billion in cities and communities over two years. 

· 2010 – Federal budget commits to protect municipal transfer from future reductions. 

