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June 7, 2010
Silk Road Festival inspired by Asian silk trade route
KITCHENER – Journey down the Silk Road on Saturday, June 12, at the Kitchener Market. Experience the diversity of Asia through tantalizing food, merchandise, and entertainment in Kitchener Market.
Silk Road Festival runs from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., with entertainment starting at 10 a.m. 
The Silk Road was an ancient trade route between China and the Mediterranean Sea, extending some 6,440 km (4,000 mi) through India, Egypt, Somalia and Turkey, and linking China with the Roman Empire. Marco Polo followed the route on his journey to Cathay.
Just as the trade routes brought silk and spices to other parts of the world, the avenues of the bazaar display the rich diversity of the east end of downtown Kitchener with live entertainment and food. 
The festival kicks off at 10 a.m. with belly dancing by Haft Vadi Studio. There will be displays of traditional Chinese instruments, demonstrations of Taoist tai chi and fusion dance, and a stunning showcase of Chinese folk dances, the Lion Dance, weapons form and music by the Central Ontario Chinese Cultural Centre. Two Chinese-inspired stilt walkers from Zero Gravity Circus will also be on hand.
Visitors can also experience Indian head massages, acupuncture, sari folding lessons, astrology readings, face painting, and arts and crafts.
Silk Road is a Tapestry event. Tapestry is Kitchener’s month-long festival of music, dance, food, art, storytelling and images from this area and from around the world. Tapestry runs until June 27. Festivities culminate with the KW Multicultural Festival, the keynote event in the series. 

-30-
