Who-are-you-Kitchener? campaign:

One week left to be part of the conversation 
about Kitchener’s future
KITCHENER – There is still time to be part of the conversation about the future of the City of Kitchener. There is one week left in the city’s Who-are-you-Kitchener? (WAYK) community consultation – feedback is being accepted until Wednesday, May 5.
“This is a great way for people to get directly involved in helping to shape the future of their city,” said Theron Kramer, chair of Compass Kitchener, the advisory group of citizens that, along with City staff, is leading the campaign. “The feedback that we receive is ultimately used to update the City of Kitchener’s Strategic Plan – which is the document that guides the city’s work on behalf of citizens everyday.”



Residents have been providing feedback about the six community priorities – quality of life, leadership and engagement, diversity, downtown, development and the environment – through community workshops, focus groups, coffee houses, sessions at the Kitchener Market, and through high school civics classes and an online workbook since March 5.

“We’ve been very pleased with the quality of feedback that we’re getting through the campaign – we’ve had some great opportunities to really talk to citizens about what is important to them and why,” said Shelley Adams, the city’s director of corporate and community planning. “There are lots of simple ways to get involved and if you find that it takes too much time to complete the entire workbook, just respond to those sections that are really important to you.”

To make it as convenient as possible for everyone to participate, Compass Kitchener organized a wide range of opportunities for the general public to provide feedback throughout the campaign. While the community workshops, coffee houses and focus groups have wrapped up, you can still participate by:

· Sending an email to compasskitchener@kitchener.ca
         Calling and leaving a voice mail at: 519-741-2602.Completing a workbook online or call the city, leave your name and address and a copy will be mailed to you.

Background:

The WAYK campaign, which was first conducted in 2006, sets out to:

        Validate the community’s vision and priorities as identified through the 2006 WAYK campaign.
· Identify and explore any new issues or priorities. 
· Re-measure citizen satisfaction levels with city services. 
· Assist a newly-elected Council with setting its agenda for the next four years, based on citizen feedback. 
· Update the community priorities sections within the City of Kitchener’s Strategic Plan.
Feedback from the 2006 WAYK campaign was instrumental in developing a shared vision and six shared community priorities for the future of the city. Today, the vision and priorities are at the heart of the City of Kitchener Strategic Plan – the single comprehensive framework that directs the work and spending of city government and ensures that city staff continue to deliver results in the key areas that citizen’s believe are critical to the city’s future health and vitality.

It is anticipated that Compass Kitchener will report back to Council in June with the results of the community consultation.
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